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The dos and don’ts of PC dating
The experts at The Cowl lay down the law about what s 
prim and proper for your PC love life
The shelves of CVS are 
stocked with red silk roses, 
heart-shaped boxes of candy, 
and stuffed animals. This can 
only mean one thing—February 
14 must be approaching. If you 
are getting revved up for 
Valentine’s Day, take a look at 
the advice we’ve pooled to­
gether. Meghan Welsh ’06, 
Meghan Bishop ’07, Mallary 
Tenore ’07, Mike Massey ’06, 
James McGehee ’08, Mike 
Rubin ’08, Steph Smith ’06, and 
Christine Bagley ’06, are all 
here to rescue you. Following 
these easy steps will ensure suc­
cess on the planning of your 
date, the aftermath of the occa­
sion, and all the details in be­
tween. So, here’s dating—PC 
style.
OK, so you are tired of ran­
dom hook-ups and walks of 
shame at 7:00 a.m. up Eaton 
Street and so you are consider­
ing “dating.” Now all you have 
to do is find a quality compan­
ion. Not an easy task. Especially 
if you’re looking at 
Clubbie’s. So, here’s a 
list of places to look (and 
not look) for that special 
someone.
Do not:
1. Pretend to be a priest 
and try to pick up a date 
in the confessional. Hear­
ing what your potential 
date has done with other 
dates may be a turn-off.
2. Park it at a Things for 
Thursday massage station 
and act as the masseuse. 
That’s “bad touch.”
3. Look in the Friar 
Graveyard. Seances are 
not -the way into a date’s 
heart.
4. Look in the tunnels be­
low Dore Hall. Unless you 
don’t mind a date whose 
hand is a little cold.
5. Look in Fennell. Period.
1. Look for a potential date in 
class. Why not pair up on a 
project with that cute kid from 
your Shakespeare class? You 
can shoot the breeze over 
Romeo’s ways of wooing. Just 
avoid speaking about the part at 
the end where . .. nevermind.
2. Scout out a date in McPhail’s.
3. Join a club on campus to meet 
others with similar interests. 
Who knows, that kid on your 
intramural team might like the 
same movies or music that you 
do. 1 mean, look at us. Nothing 
is sexier than someone who 
writes for a newspaper.
Great! Now we’ve ail found 
someone and gathered enough 
to ask them out. And they said 
yes. Now we have to plan. Don’t 
screw it up.
Do not:
1. Wait until the last minute. 
When Aladdin compliments 
Jasmine, he says she’s wonder­
ful, magnificent, glorious, and 
that’s right: punctual.
2. Start a group on Facebook 
professing your desperation. 
That automatically flashes an L 
on your forehead.
3. Internal to find out personal 
information--(for those of you 
who know what Internal is and 
use it frequently).
4. Suggest going to McPhail’s 
just because you can get free 
popcorn instead of paying for a 
real dinner.
Do:
1. Call your date rather than just 
texting them or sending them a 
message on AIM.
Remember what they say in 
real estate: location, location, 
location. The place that you take 
your date, like it or not, says a 
lot about you. The zoo means 
you’re fun. 7-11 means you 
suck.
Do not:
1. Get to your location by em­
ploying a piggy-back ride from 
that sketchy guy you might on 
the way home from Old’s.
2. Go to any place that requires 
entering from a rear stairwell or 
a back alley—that’s just sketchy.
3. Go to Lily Spa—simple as 
that.
4. Try and impress your date by 
working up a sweat or trying to 
act buff at Gold’s Gym. Asking 
if he or she wants to race on the 
stationary bike never works.
5. Plan on having a date in the 
wind tunnel between McVinney 
(they call it the ‘Virgin Vault’ for 
a reason) and Meagher.
6. Go to Golden Crust or Your
Mother’s Diner—let’s maintain 
at least some class here, folks.
7. Go to Chalkstone, whatever 
you do.
8. Take your date to the Chapel 
basement—even if there is al­
ways a lot of free food there.
9. Go to Fennell. Ever.
Do:
1. Go to the Abbey for some 
smokin’ burgers and fries and a 
big-screen T.V. showing of 
whatever sports game happens 
to be playing that night. Plus, 
they have martinis and shots 
with cool names like “Kontiki.”
2. Go to Federal Hill fora qual­
ity Italian cuisine. This is always 
good.
3. Sit back and relax with a nice, 
hot latte at Starbucks and let the 
dangerous mix of smooth jazz 
and caffeine do their magic.
You’ve chatted. You’ve 
shared your favorite movies. 
You’ve discussed the meaning 
of life. Now it’s that special 
moment and you’re starting to 
sweat. It’s time for . . . the kiss. 
Do not:
1. Get anywhere near the 1 ips of 
your date if you have any incli­
nation that you or your date 
might have to puke halfway 
through the exchange.
2. Kiss in the depths of the 
Prime Time basement—you 
might distract a bookie.
3. Swap spit in between bites of 
Golden Crust pizza or 
breadsticks. It ruins the flavor.
4. Kiss while waiting in line at 
the PC Mart unless you want a 
very interested audience.
5. Kiss in Fennell.
6. Kiss after parietals—who are 
we kidding? No one ever kisses 
after parietals. Nothing happens 
after parietals—ever.
Do:
1. Kiss by the melodious-sound­
ing water fountain near Hunt- 
Cavanagh Gallery.
2. Exchange a romantic kiss 
while sitting by the fireplace in 
the Aquinas Lounge. Although 
the fire is never burning, you 
will still feel the warmth.
3. Kiss while sitting on the 
benches in front of St. Dominic 
Chapel.
Yes! You did it! You made 
out on the cultural quad! Way 
to go! Now what, you ask? Well, 
here’s how not to scare away 
your new dreamboat.
Do not:
1. Write on your date’s 
Facebook wall. Announcing 
how “amazing” he or she was 
last night won’t be funny once 
friends realize you aren’t kid­
ding.
2. Post a note on the napkin 
board in Ray, no matter how shy 
you are. Fran doesn’t care about 
your budding love life.
3. Be awkward; just don’t.
4. Assume anything—one nice 
date does not mean wedding 
bells are about to sound.
Ask for your date’s ring size, 
or any sizes for that matter.
Do:
1. Ask Tiffany and Earl for some 
the best love advice on the 
block.
2. Always say hello—avoiding 
the person just complicates mat­
ters even more.
3. Make a phone call or send an 
instant message or a text mes­
sage. But all three of these at 
once? Not a good thing!
So, now you’ve been on a 
great date to Federal Hill, 
smooched by a fountain, and 
then had a lovely phone conver­
sation the next day. Life is good. 
Until, of course, you realize that 
your date’s birthday is coming
(Clockwise from bottom left) Free popcorn in McPhail’s is neither dinner nor a movie. Even 
RIPTA is better transportation than a piggy-back from that guy. Any locale which requires you 
to enter through a sketchy rear entrance is probably a sign of worse things to come.
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Sweet memories of a Valentine’s Day past
by Megan Gorzkowski ’08 
Copy Editor
I recently found myself in a 
Valentine’s Day rut. This year, 
Feb. 14 seemed more like a 
chore, a day much too soon af­
ter Christmas when I am ex­
pected to yet again buy cards 
and presents and don the color 
red. I realized that I was quickly 
becoming the Valentine’s 
Grinch, and I needed a good 
dose of holiday spirit, and soon! 
I knew I wasn’t always like this, 
though, and so I sat down to re­
call past Valentine’s Days. As I 
did, I remembered what I loved 
so much about this day, and 
what I felt like I had forgotten 
as I grew up.
In elementary school, 
Valentine’s Day was a big-time 
celebration. Teachers would 
dedicate the day to reading Val­
entine-themed books to the class 
while we decorated our own 
Valentine’s bags with doilies 
and construction paper hearts 
(made symmetrical by the won­
der of folding in half). In the 
afternoon, we would get to dis­
tribute the cards that we had 
spent serious time picking out; 
after all, the cartoon character 
on your cards could make or 
break your reputation. The best 
part of Valentine’s Day when we 
were younger, however, was the 
“all or nothing” policy that most 
teachers seemed to have: either 
give everyone in the class a 
card, or do not give out any 
cards. This is why I loved 
Valentine’s Day so much as a 
kid: not only was it a day of 
chocolate and pink hearts, but 
it was also a day of guaranteed 
equality!
According to an unofficial 
polling of my friends, it seems 
that the average age when 
Valentine’s Day started getting 
awkward was fourth or fifth 
grade. It was around this time 
that crushes first entered the pic­
ture (for girls, anyway). The 
element of romance added an 
entirely new level of anxiety to 
a seemingly innocent and care­
free holiday. All of a sudden, 
new questions started popping 
up. Should 1 slip him an extra 
lollipop? Is this card too mushy, 
or could a 10-year-old boy find 
some hidden dirty meaning in it? 
Does it mean he likes me if he 
gives me the card with Pinky or 
the one with the Brain? Oh, the 
insanity!
By the time boys caught up 
with the girls (around junior 
high or high school), the drama 
was full-blown. In addition, 
new torturous customs were es- 
tablished—namely, “candy­
grams” and “the flower sale.” 
Some school decided that 
Valentine’s Day was the perfect 
time to capitalize on teenagers’ 
insecurities by selling roses, car­
nations, or candy to be delivered 
to that “special someone” in 
front of all their peers. At my 
high school, at least, Rose Sale 
Day was the ultimate popular­
ity contest, as it was customary 
to carry all the flowers you were 
sent around with to classes all 
day as a status symbol. (Of 
course, my friends and I boosted 
our ante in this little social class 
game by just sending roses to 
each other and signing them 
“Your secret admirer.” Yeah, we 
were the cool kids.)
I am still trying to get a hold 
on the “typical” Valentine’s Day 
experience in college. It seems 
to me that PC just does not fully 
appreciate the potential of this
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holiday. 1 mean, just try casu­
ally bringing up “V-Day” in 
class or at Ray, and you’ll auto­
matically be shot a dozen men­
acing looks. (Then again, that’s 
a separate issue altogether.)
This year, I encourage stu­
dents to really celebrate 
Valentine’s Day. Instead of just 
writing “Happy Valentine’s 
Day” on someone’s Facebook 
wall, why not go out of your way 
to bring back the creativity of 
the good old days. Grab your 
friends and have a karaoke boy 
band love ballad night. Give 
Valentines to everyone on your 
floor. Decorate your door with 
hearts and doilies, complete 
with a Valentine card mailbox 
(following PC’s fire code, of 
course).
If you think these ideas are 
too cheesy for your taste, how­
ever, or if you are a guy (since I 
am told that they really do not 
do most of these things), then 
just go for the Valentine’s Day 
custom that will never go out of 
style—chocolate!
Love can be a ‘major’ decision
by Jennifer Jarvis ’07 
News Editor
Part of what’s great about 
PC is that as a liberal arts col­
lege, it gives students so many 
options. But I’m not talking 
about classes or fields of study; 
I mean options for the type of 
person to date. Everyone says 
that it’s someone’s heritage or 
hobbies or family that define 
who he or she is, but it’s time 
we get past these deep, intrin­
sic qualities and embrace some 
stereotypes. The major is the 
real defining element in dis­
cerning someone’s identity. So 
if you are a math major ready 
to date outside the sine wave, 
or a history major dying to 
share your passion for Roman 
battle tactics, read on to find out 
how to woo someone from any 
major.
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We’re looking for a few exceptional students.
• Outstanding facultyAt Quinnipiac University School of law, you’ll find everything you need to succeed. 
From a challenging yet supportive academic environment to faculty members 
who will become intellectual colleagues. From live-client clinics to real-world 
externships. Plus annual merit scholarships ranging from $3,000 to full tuition. 
For more information, visit http://law.quinnipiac.edu or call 1-S00-462-1944.
• Rigorous academic programs
• Six concentrations
• Extensive experiential 
learning opportunities
• Student faculty ratio 15:1
Quinnipiac. University
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Undeclared: This is definitely 
the largest market out there, es­
pecially for underclassmen. Be 
careful though; these people are 
more likely to evade your re­
quest for a date with an answer 
like “I’m not sure yet, I’m look­
ing at all my options.” In de­
scribing your future relationship 
with the Undeclared One, be 
sure to use words like, “a good 
fit,” “matches your interests,” 
and “easy course load”—no 
wait, scratch that last one.
Psychology: Stick to simple 
lines and casual conversation 
during your first encounters so 
as not to be analyzed. Never 
ever bring up your childhood or 
your relationship with your fa­
ther, however healthy you think 
it may be.
Science [Yes, I lumped all the 
science majors together because 
I can’t tell a photo from a syn­
thesis]: Here are some good 
pickup lines: “You’re hotter than 
a Bunsen burner!” or “We have 
chemistry together.” [Chemistry, 
get it? Ha ha.] Be advised that 
these majors don’t seem to have 
a lot of free time. So plan your 
dates for the lab. Dissect a cat 
together. Discover a new ele­
ment. Or watch a movie on the 
origins of the influenza virus. 
Who said romance can’t be edu­
cational?
Theology: These majors are a 
good conquest for people who 
don’t mind some tough compe­
tition. You could add some pas­
sion with the “Song of Songs,” 
but you’ll lose points if, when 
your date talks about how Jesus 
walked on water, you mention 
your swim meet as a way to one- 
up Him.
Political Science: The bare 
minimum prerequisites include 
being able to identify the White 
House and our current presi­
dent. Also, know that the “War 
on Terror” is not a coalition 
against the making of Hallow- 
eenXXV. It’s a bonus if you can 
carry on a conversation without 
actually saying anything. For 
example, if your date asks what 
you thought of the latest basket- 
ball game, say, “Both teams 
seemed to get out there and re­
ally display their strengths 
and weaknesses. Overall, a 
good deal of basketball was 
played.”
Music: Some good pickup 
lines include: “I’ve noted that 
we have really struck a chord,” 
and “we could live in harmony.” 
You could also compose a con­
certo for your love, or just buy 
a Special Guest Song-O-Gram.
English: Recite a Shakes­
pearean sonnet—not #130. 
Make sure to credit it to 
Shakespeare—he or she will 
know. At no time during the 
conversation should you say, 
“me and him,” or “PIN num­
ber.”
Elementary education: Make 
your date a gift out of pipe 
cleaners. He or she has to say 
that it’s good; it’s one of the job 
requirements. Bonus points if 
you don’t run with scissors and 
can say your times tables up to 
12 times 12.
Spanish: Bring your date to a 
Mexican restaurant to show how 
adventurous you are. [Note: 
Taco Bell does not count.] To 
be a real Don Juan, learn how 
to pronouce your order. But if 
you don’t have time to perfect 
your pronunciation, just point; 
it will be less painful than stum­
bling through, “1’11 have the 
pole-o con kway-so, please.”
If, in the end, you find you are 
having a hard time relating to 
someone of a differing major, 
there is always the chance that 
if you really talk up your major, 
your hopeful significant other 
will “convert.” 1 was lucky 
enough to have this happen to 
me. It must have been the al­
lure of the 200 pages of reading 
a night or the prospect of get­
ting to analyze modem poetry 
that convinced him to make the 
jump to English. But be ad­
vised, you might have to change 
as well. Marketing majors 
should start studying up on their 
philosophy, and a humanities 
major does not excuse anyone 
from forgetting basic arithmetic. 
So get out there and use your 
liberal arts education. If all else 
fails, maybe you and Aristotle 
will find that one and one make 
two.
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Valentine’s syllable symbolism
Inspired by Zen, the Commentary writers get in touch with their bad selves this Valentine’s 
Day. Although we severely lack in the world religions department, our Haikus prove that 
our Eastern ties stretch a bit farther than Thayer Street. As you can tell from the general 
tone of our works, our writers have firmly grasped the concept that all life is suffering.
So white, so plain here
Black, yellow, brown, tall and far 
Thank you bus driver.
—Chris Ackley ’06
You’re a psycho, dear
If you think I will date you 
You smell like cat butt.
—Kelly Jones ’07
Valentine’s Day is
A great day to be single 
And save a few bucks.
—Erin Rice ’06
Little sugar hearts




Don’t eat too much, you will barf 
After twelve oysters.
—Kelly Jones ’07
Valentine’s day is 
Wonderful because you get 
Lots of chocolate.
—Kyle Drennen ’07
You’re cute. Date me. Please?
Being direct this V-Day 
Conversation Hearts.
—Colleen Flynn ’07
In first grade, had to
Give out cards to everyone. 
Don’t get any now.
—Michael Rubin ’08
Heart of Stone, for you
Sinks like wooden ship in storm 
Except made of stone.
—Chris Ackley ’06
Five flicks that might help you get the chick
bv Deanna Cioppa ’07
A&E Staff
Valentine’s Day is upon us, and I’m 
sure there are a few of you who are still 
looking for something to do with that spe­
cial someone. Of course, nothing is more 
cozy and/or romantic than staying in with 
a home-cooked meal and a good movie. 
However, before you go running to 
Blockbuster to pick up Love Story or 
When Harry Met Sally or even (dare 1 
blaspheme?) Love Actually, I’d like you 
to consider a few alternatives to the tried 
and true movies mentioned above. If, 
ladies and germs, you are too faint of 
heart to break from the norm, at least 
sample a few of the following to get your­
self ready for that big date. 1 think you’ll 
be pleasantly surprised.
Silence of the Lambs
Now I know what you’re thinking. 
Sure, throw in a scary movie, and you’ll 
be sure to have plenty of opportunities 
to grab the hand of your date in “fear.” 
As usual, gentle reader, you’re wrong. 
What most people don’t realize is that 
this film holds a wealth of information 
for the dating human. For example, there 
is the palpable romantic tension between 
Hannibal and Clarice. Watch as he gazes 
unflinchingly and unblinkingly into her 
eyes and greets her warmly. “Well, hello, 
Clarice.” Then of course, he ever so 
delicately drops hints of his fine sense 
of culture and appreciation for the culi­
nary arts. “I ate his liver with some fava 
beans and a nice Chianti.” Finally there 
is his immense intelligence, which he 
seamlessly works into their conversa­
tions. “Quid pro quo.” Gentleman, pay 
close attention to this movie and you’re 
sure never to have a bad date again! 
Office Space
It’s a scientific fact that most people 
hate their jobs. (Sorry, kids, you really 
don’t have anythingto look forward to). 
Well, then, what could be a better con­
versation starter for that first date (or first 
date in which the guy is actually listen­
ing) than a trash-talking session about 
your various places of employment? And 
to get the conversation started, watch 
Ron Livingston (as Peter Gibbons) and 
friends stick it to The Man via botched 
TPS Reports, cubicle reorganization and 
a little thing called THEFT.
Se7en
Once again, I put a horror flick on the 
list. Once again, you’re thinking I’m go­
ing for the comfort factor. And once, 
again, simpletons, you couldn’t be more 
wrong. Consider this a gift from me to 
you. Watch this movie before a date, and 
as you do, think of all the ways you do 
NOT exemplify the Seven Deadly Sins 
which are so grippingly portrayed in this
movie.
When your better half shows up for 
the big date, casually drop into conver­
sation your newly discovered attributes. 
For example, “So I went to park my car 
today, and saw that someone else needed 
the same spot I was eyeballing, so 1 let 
him have it.” To which your partner is 
sure to respond, “Why how so not 
GREEDY of you.” To which you smile 
coyly.
A note to men: DO NOT watch this 
movie on a date with your girlfriend. 
Take this female’s advice—you stand no 
chance against Brad Pitt. And, yes, she 
will compare you two. Sorry.
The Godfather
Because everyone loves a good fam­
ily film. (Get it? Get it??) All joking 
aside, there is a lot in Francis Ford 
Coppola’s film that is perfect for a date. 
It starts with a wedding, after all, and 
what could be more romantical than a 
wedding, eh, Vito? Then of course, there 
is the heartwarming tale of a son who 
comes to see what his father is really all 
about. Finally, what is more date-ish than 
an explosive romantic subplot set in Sic­
ily? Ah, Marie, love is in the air. So are 
bullets. That’s amore.
March of the Penguins
1 would not have thought of this 
movie had it not been for a suggestion 
by someone almost as twisted as me—a 
fellow A&E staff member. The more I 
thought about it, the more sense it made. 
Nothing says love (or Like with a capi­
tal L) like a documentary set in Antarc­
tica. You’ll “ooo” and “aww” your way 
through shot after shot of fat, little pen­
guins. And then, of course, the love 
scenes contain enough nuzzling to sat­
isfy the most determined cuddler. And, 
yes, yes, I have finally given you a hand­
holding movie . . . let’s just say not all 
the baby penguins make it through the 















RAVE REVIEWS FOR OUR MBA
The Quinnipiac University School of Business MBA program 
continues to prepare business professionals, for the realities of 
management in global, technology-driven work environments 
in specializations such as:
• MBA WITH CONCENTRATIONS IN ACCOUNTING, CIS, FINANCE, 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT, MARKETING
• MBA - CHARTERED FINANCIAL ANALYST® TRACK
• MBA IN HEALTHCARE MANAGEMENT
YOUR NEXT MOVE
MASTERING THE ART OF TEACHING
Sheila Wycinowski, Director of Curriculum and Staff Development at 
Amity High School, explains, "Basicolly we look to hire Quinnipiac 
students. They have a clear understanding of lesson planning and 
classroom management and the balance between them.' She also 
characterizes Quinnipiac students as articulate, creative, able to 
encourage higher-level thinking in students, and able to incorporate 
technology into their teaching.
Quinnipiac University offers graduate programs in 17 distinct 
disciplines. Whether you are interested in our AACSB nationally 
accredited business program, the master of arts in teaching (MAT) 
program or one of the Northeast's most highly regarded journalism 
and interactive communications programs, all have been designed 
to thoroughly prepare you for a professional career. For more 
information, cal! 1-800-462-1944 or visit www.quinnipiac.edu.
Quinnipiac University
Hamden, Connecticut
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Finding love in those hard to reach places
by Chris Ackley ’06
Commentary Editor
I knew right away when mom told 
me she was dating again it was going to 
be trouble. First there was Chuck. Some­
thing had to be up when he kept asking 
me to join the Boy Scouts. Why would a 
grown man have his own neckerchief? 
Then Hal from accounting, and I thought 
he was a heartless stiff. At least he had 
an actual heart beating in his chest. You, 
you are a sketch of a middle aged man 
from the neck down. And mom expects 
me to call you my father?
Do you ever think about what they 
say it school? Everyone’s all “What’s 
the deal with your dad?” or “So is that a 
charcoal sketch, pencil, or what?” To 
tell you the truth, I don’t even know any­
more. At first I thought it would be ok, 
it would just take some getting used to. 
But it has been months now, and 
nothing’s changed. I come home every 
day and there you are, staring at me with 
that unchanging hauntingly confident 
countenance. I’m sure—if you could 
talk—you would ask me what kind of 
man I think I am.
I loved my real father. He laughed 
openly, he cared about other people, he 
contained a digestive system beyond the 
upper esophagus. You’ 11 never be half the 
man he was. In fact you are slightly less 
than one eighth the man he was—con- 
Success in the workplace, not in love
by Mallary Jean Tenore ’07
Associate Editor-in-Chief
You know it’s bad when your dad 
buys you a Dating for Dummies book, 
only to be outdone by your 83-year-old 
grandmother who, trying to be helpful 
in your pursuit of a great guy, hands you 
a copy of Dr. Phil’s new book, Love 
Smart: Find the One You Want—Fix the 
One You’ve Got. As Valentine’s Day ap­
proaches, the concept of love has inevi­
tably been on my mind, prompting me 
to brush the dust off some of these books 
and the many other love books that 
shamelessly grace my bookcase.
Clinical psychologists, self-pro- 
claimed “love experts,” and even the 
great theologians and philosophers of our 
time have penned unending texts in an 
attempt to decode the meaning of love 
and its place in society. Nowadays, high 
school and college-aged girls are likely 
to have a copy of Greg Behrendt’s He's 
Just Not That Into You lying around their 
house, somewhere nearby their brother’s 
copy of the Mel Gibson comedy, What 
Women Want.
As the feminist movement began to 
gain momentum in the ’60s, the notion 
of what women want became a central
Good News Broadcaster
This is what happens when Chris Ackley ’06 
writes for the Valentine’s Day issue.
taining only a head, one fist, and half of 
your collar.
Don’t look at me like that. As soon 
as I turn 18, I am so outta here, and I 
wouldjustliketoseeyoustopme. You 
might not think much of me now, but I ’ ve 
got a little secret for you, I’m in a band. 
Yeah, that’s right. A rock and freakin’ 
roll band. So heads up, because pretty 
soon we’ll be headlining at the CBGB 
club, you know, where the Talking Heads 
got their big break. Then it’s full steam 
ahead. So happy Valentine’s Day, “pops” 
1 wish you were somehow more dead.
theme in the changing dynamics of het­
erosexual relationships. And in a day and 
age where women are still seeking equal­
ity, one cannot help but consider what 
the future holds for the increasing num­
ber of professionally successful women.
Along the way, there have been some 
subtle setbacks. Books like Ellen 
Sherrie’s The Rules, published in 1995, 
unknowingly undermine a women’s role 
in society by telling the woman she must 
play hard to get. Truth be told that for 
many men—and women—the fun lies in 
the chase. The prospect of knowing that 
someone else finds you attractive is a 
confidence booster and a reminder of 
how entertaining it can be to play the 
game of hard to get. However, while 
some guys will pursue the chase, others 
tire out easily, coming to the conclusion 
that some girls really are just too hard to 
get.
Pulitzer Prize winning New York 
Times columnist Maureen Dowd writes 
about this phenomena in her book, 
What s a Modern Girl to Do?, and pays 
particular attention to men’s intimidation 
of smart and successful women. In the 
power dynamics section of her book, 
Dowd mentions a study conducted by 
psychology researchers at the University 
of Michigan which found that men would 
prefer to marry women who hold subor-
Do you think this is easy for me? Well 
it’s not Buster Brown. Step-parenting, a 
word 1 may have just invented, is a diffi­
cult battle for any child and surrogate 
parent. Especially when that surrogate 
parent is an animated depiction rather 
than a live human being. Sure there are 
some things I can’t do. Speaking, for 
one, is not my forte. Fixed in this tragic 
closed mouth position I lack the ability 
to express myself through the spoken 
word. So, no, you won’t hear me cheer­
ing at your baseball games. To tell you 
the honest truth though, you will never 
dinate jobs in the workplace. The study 
also revealed that men believed profes­
sionally successful women were more 
likely to cheat in a relationship.
In accordance with Dowd’s take on 
these findings, it seems as though women 
are getting punished for being success­
ful. The college girl who is involved in 
every club, or who seems too intellec­
tual to hold a normal conversation, sub­
sequently becomes untouchable in many 
guys’eyes. While this does not hold true 
in all situations, it seems to bear an over­
whelming significance on the ways in 
which men perceive women.
Most men want to be the caretakers 
and the controlling force in the relation­
ship, a factor which may help explain 
their attraction toward women who ap­
pear to be weaker in some way or an­
other. Some men might think it easier to 
hold their own with a waitress than a re­
spected entrepreneur, when in reality this 
is not always the case.
Other studies show that the more suc­
cessful a woman is, the less likely she is 
to marry and bear children. 1 he reverse 
holds true for men. Sylvia Ann Hewlett, 
author of Creating a Life: Professional 
Women and their Quest for Children, 
found that 49 percent of female corpo­
rate executives who earn upwards of 
$100,000 are childless, compared with 
be a hitter if you keep stepping in the 
bucket like that. And of course I could 
never physically connect with you, be­
ing merely a two dimensional sketch. 
But in my day, boys were raised with 
moral and physical fiber, too much hug­
ging and other physical contact can turn 
a man into a real “Lance” if you know 
what I mean. By the way, I‘ve spoken 
with your mother and you’ll be enroll­
ing at Choate in the fall. Uh-uh, I’ll hear 
nothing of it, that place did wonders for 
me as a boy and I have already pulled 
my last string with Dean Hutchinson
You call me cold, unresponsive, made 
of ink-you tell me you hate me. That 
hurts. Don’t be fooled by my steady 
gaze, my quizzically arched eyebrow, 
this undefined fist beneath my chin. I 
am a man so deep of character that even 
if you hyperventilated for several min­
utes and then dove as deep as you could, 
you would not touch my murky bottoms. 
Your ears would pop, you would open 
your eyes quickly and see rust stained 
darkness, and you would flee to the sur­
face—for air. And even then you would 
probably get stuck under a raft and panic 
and think for a second that you would 
never fill your lungs with flavorless nec­
tar again, but then you would realize it is 
not a very big raft and you would find 
the surface. My question is, are you 
afraid of the raft, or yourself? I only want 
two things in this world: you as my Val­
entine, and Scotch.
only 19 percent of men.
These studies and more reveal what 
could be considered disturbing inner 
workings of the human mind, making 
successful girls worry if they’ 11 ever find 
their Romeo. When it comes to love, 
these girls are not all business; many of 
them would likely love to sit back and 
play some videogames or watch the Pa­
triots make their way to the Super Bowl. 
Whatever the activity, women will find 
the time if they are interested in a guy 
and genuinely want to invest in a rela­
tionship with him.
Dr. Phil suggests that once a woman 
decides she wants to be in a relationship, 
she should follow the CLAIM approach: 
“Create a clear vision of what you want; 
Locate the person you want to do it; At­
tract him like a magnet; Inspire him to 
want what you want long term; and 
Marry him and get busy being happy!”
If only it were that easy.
If nothing else, this approach provides 
a foundation for how one might go about 
starting a relationship. The ultimate chal­
lenge lies in whether the men who are 
intimidated by brains will avoid settling 
for the flighty and flirtatious blonde and 
instead challenge themselves to pursue 
the successful woman—the one whom 
he deep down really likes but wouldn’t 
dare to ask on a Valentine’s Day date.
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Facing the facts this Valentine’s Day
by Sarah Vaz’07
Asst. World Editor
Naturally, she’s not attracted to him. 
He’s kind and funny, so well read, and 
knows all the right compliments to pay 
and things to say-but as for chemistry, 
they’re coming up short.
And obviously, he could never be 
with her, even though she’s as smart, 
funny, athletic, and witty as you are, and 
everything else he wished his own girl 
friend was.
Well, perhaps it’s time to stop beat­
ing ourselves up over these missed con­
nections, and start putting the blame on 
someone (or something) else.
Could it be more natural than we 
think? Could we be helpless to the 
whims of genetics and aesthetics? Some 
recent research would suggest a resound­
ing yes.
Researchers at Liverpool University 
say they’ve proved that we’re not nec­
essarily in control of who we fall for. In 
their study, several hundred subjects 
were shown selections of computer gen­
erated faces, which were altered to look 
more masculine or feminine, before 
evaluating which they had the hots for.
The result? More “masculine,” 
square-jawed men attracted more beau­
tiful women, but more feminine look­
ing males had more options, because 
their face type is more in demand.
Women who rated themselves as very 
attractive preferred the masculine face, 
which is linked to high testosterone lev­
els, and which not only demonstrates 
good genetic qualities, but also can in­
crease the likelihood that the man may 
stray.
On the other hand, men who consid­
ered themselves to be attractive ex­
Google
pressed a preference for women with 
more “feminine” features, like small 
noses and chins, paired with large 
eyes—usually indicators of fertility.
Interestingly enough, a second study 
at the University, using pictures of males 
and females posing as couples, seemed 
to prove that men find women more at­
tractive when they are spotted with a 
“dominant” looking male.
The next project for the scientists was 
to prove their theory that people are at­
tracted to people who look similar to 
themselves. They believe that individu­
als usually feel chemistry between people 
who look similar to their opposite-sex 
parent.
In the future, they will also be exam­
ining how facial structure corresponds to 
the success (or failure) of relationships 
and which features promote jealousy.
But looks aside, what constitutes 
good old sex appeal-that unusual chem­
istry between two people who might oth­
erwise have nothing in common?
Well, sorry Romeo, but it looks like a 
rose by any other name might not smell 
that sweet.
In a study based out of the Massa­
chusetts Institute of Technology, re­
searchers found that men whose names 
had front vowel sounds, such as Matt (or 
Romeo) are most attractive to females.
Unfortunately, names with back vow­
els, like Paul and George, were duds 
(apologies to the Beatles). Worse yet, 
men with feminine names ranked the 
least attractive by the ladies.
Strangely enough, the opposite seems 
to be true for the ladies. Men were more 
attracted to names like Kylie and Rachel 
with back vowels, and less turned on by 
Kates and Emma’s.
Amy Perfors, the linguist responsible 
for the study, used a “Hot or Not” con­
cept Web site. It used the same photos at 
different times with different names to 
figure out how attractiveness varied.
And for better or worse, psychologists 
at the University of St. Andrews think 
that the cosmetic industry is disrupting 
these natural connections.
Women with high levels of the hor­
mone estrogen usually have “prettier” 
faces, (which usually equates to having 
larger eyes and lips, and smaller noses 
and jaws) in the opinion of both men 
and other women.
But when the women were pictured 
wearing makeup, the connection disap­
peared, in effect “fooling” the male vi­
sual system, according to Dr. Tony Little 
from Liverpool University.
While many scientists believe there 
is not enough proof to these claims of 
linked sounds and meaning, or facial 
structure signals, it’s one field of study 
we could all stand to learn a little bit more 
about before we fabricate our next crush 
on that hottie who just walked by.
Sources: BBC NEWS UK
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Dear V-Day Virgin,
Relax. I know you’re not going to 
believe me when I say this, but most girls 
don’t get all worked up about Valentine’s 
Day. The prob­
lem, however, is 
that there are 
plenty of girls 
who do. So, 
what’s important 
is that you figure 
out which type of 
girl the object of 
your affection is. 
If she . ..
1. Owns a pair of
Making PC an emotionally stable place, 
one letter at a time...
UGG boots and wears them with a skirt 
when it’s snowing, 2. has that Tiffany’s 
necklace with the lock AND, 3. refuses 
to drink beer,
... then you have the type of girl that 
will only be happy with the most expen­
sive expressions of love. So, good luck. 
You’ re probably already in the hole here, 
and no matter what you do it won’t be  
good enough. Just start practicing your  
apology speech. 
However, if you have become infatu- 
ated with someone who isn’t excessively 
high maintenance, then you are in luck.  
Here are a couple of suggestions from 
your friend Tiffany. 
The Dinner Date 
Girls like to know that boys are think­
ing about them when they’re not around. 
And, because we have yet to master the 
art of mind-reading, the only way we can 
determine this is if you show us. This 
means being thoughtful and listening. 
Did she mention to you that her favorite 
meal is salmon? Then take her to a nice 
seafood restaurant and casually say, as 
you walk into the restaurant, that you re­
member her mentioning a liking to this type of fare. 
You win double here, because not only did you listen 
to her, but you’re taking her somewhere other than 
Ray Cafe—and that itself is a treat.
The After-Date
You can’t just take her out to a dinner and call it a 
night. Well, you can, but then you’d be boring and 
she’ll probably stop liking you when that cute neigh­
bor of hers starts calling for late night make-outs. So, 
if you want to make the night even more fabulous, you 
must plan something extra special. Take her ice skat­
ing downtown, find a cute place for dessert, drive her www.trymysport.co.uk
somewhere to look at the stars—basically watch any sort of romantic comedy 
and imitate that moment when the characters fall in love in a public place. 
Chances are that she’s seen the movie and will probably be talking to her 
friends about the date for weeks.
The Gift 
This is where being thought­
ful comes in again. If! went 
through a Tiffany’s catalogue, 
circled four items that I 
wanted, shoved it in my hy­
pothetical boyfriend’s lap, 
and received all four items on 
Feb. 14, I’d be grateful, but 
not impressed. 1 would have 
learned that yes, my boyfriend 
understands what a circle is 
and apparently, either has a lot
Dear Virgin,
It is that time of the year again when 
every guy beats himself up trying to de­
cide what gift to get for his “significant 
other.” Tne time 
spent looking for 
gifts, the sleepless 
nights, and the time 
getting yelled at af­
ter a failed gift, re­
ally makes one ap­





confidants, I have compiled the events 
leading up to the “BEST” Valentine’s 
Day ever. 1 do realize that the term “best” 
is a little presumptuous. However, this 
day will satisfy every male’s desire for a 
cheap, love-filled day, while fulfilling her 
desire for romance.
This Valentine’s Day, start early. This 
is not something that you can just saun­
ter into—it takes planning, and 1 would 
start now. Step one: Go to Ray Cafe and 
steal one of the small potted plants from 
the counter in the front. You have to go 
quick because they have a limited sup­
ply. This plant will then be presented to 
her as you meet her on the morning of 
Feb 14. Chicks love anything botanical. 
To explain the plant as opposed to the 
flowers, don’t panic—be smooth. Ex­
plain that unlike those flowers that will 
die in a week, you want your plant, like 
your relationship, to flourish forever. 
MONEY.
So far no cash has been spent, and 
she is starting to fall for you. While you 
steal the plant, also try to snag a bagel, a
www.ellasattic.co.ukwww.lasbegasbouquets.com
of money, or. doesn’t understand the concept of budgeting. And, frankly, I 
wouldn’t want that for him. The best gifts that 1 have received have had little to 
no monetary value. Yes, all girls would love a nice piece of jewelry, but it’s not 
expected.
Be safe, start off with flowers. Stay away from the Stop & Shop bouquet of 
carnations, but also try to get something other than the cliched rose. The best 
bet is to go to a florist and ask them for an exotic flower—that won’t break 
your wallet.
For the gilt, get her something you know she will like. If she has a large 
collection of ceramic elephants, then go ahead and get another to add to the 
lot. Or, if she has 17 pairs of sneakers and has been eyeing a pair at the mall, go 
for those. Valentine’s Day is a day to express how you feel about someone. Not 
the day when you spend the last of your sav­
ings account, or have to eat fancy French food 
because you think you should. Do what you 
want to do for this girl. You already seem to 
care about her more than the others because 
you’re shying away from the drug store teddy 
bear—and that’s a good thing. I’m sure what­
ever you do will be well accepted, unless of 
course she’s that other type of girl—in which 
case I say good night, and good luck.www.southeastasianart.com
cream cheese packet, and put somejuice 
Nalgene bottle. BAM, a breakfast in bed fit forin a 
Emeril.
Thank God that this Valentine’s Day is a school 
day. If you’re lucky, you can avoid her for a while 
using the excuse of academic pursuits. But this will 
bring up the next portion of our awesome V-Day, 
something I like to call melodic persuasion. Step 
one: Find a boom-box. Step two: Download the in­
strumental version of Rick James’ “Super-Freak.” 
Step three: Obtain a portable microphone or just be 
prepared to sing loud. Step four: Go to your lady’s Civ class, press play, and 
serenade her while belting out your feelings. And, step five: Watch the look of 
love come across your girl’s face. But wait, there’s more—night time is around 
the comer.
Hype this up. Dinner is a huge part of Valentine’s Day, and I know many a 
person that has ruined his chances with girls by picking the wrong destination. 
For one, you do not want to pick a place that is too far away—a long drive 
means gas money. Also, picking a popular location may seem like a good 
decision, but waiting for 45 minutes to be seated kills the vibe and ruins your 
efforts up to this point. So what do you do? Go to a place that is relatively 
close and ask to take a romantic walk there. She will enjoy the romantic stroll, 
and don’t hesitate to hold her hand—you’ve earned it.
So where are you two off to? Slavin. That’s right—close, not crowded, 
always seating available, and hardly any wait. Just to be sure that you make 
this special, reserve one of the tables near the T.V. She’ll appreciate the extra 
effort. Also, let her order anything, and 1 mean ANYTHING. Don’t worry 
about the cost. All that matters is that she is happy, not to mention that you will 
be using Mike Miller’s PC ID, which he lost the other night.
It will be hard to top that great dinner, but make sure she saves room for 
dessert. It is then that you two will take a jaunt to McPhail’s where BOP is 
holding its Coffeehouse Event: chocolate dipping. Nothing is more romantic 
than feeding your love chocolate-dipped fruit that you don’t have to pay for. 
Act as if you planned the whole thing.
Price Check on the day: NOTHING You have made it almost through the 
whole day and have spent absolutely nothing, but gained the undying adora­
tion of your girlfriend. Damn, I’m good. I do have some bad news though. You 
will have to spend some money. You need to give her something tangible. So, 
back to the issue of early prep, pick your favorite food and get a lot of it. Get 
some thread and a needle because it’s arts and crafts time—you will construct 
a pair of edible panties out of your favorite food by sewing the pieces together. 
I have found that Swedish Fish work the best. You both will love them and she 
will love your ingenuity. People that are 
clever and resourceful are sexy... Hon­
estly, who doesn’t think MacGyver’s 
sexy?
Finally, to show her that this day is 
all about her, offer to do something for 
her that you know you could both work 
on together. Volunteer to go out of your 
way by doing something not part of your 
ordinary routine. Offer to braid her back hair. She will react so strongly that 
you know you have succeeded, and all of the pain and effort that went into the 
day will be worth it.
This will be a Valentine’s Day that she will never forget—and will do mini­
mal damage to your wallet. In the end, I hope that you realize that it won’t 
really matter what you get her if she really likes you, and bear in mind that she 
quite possibly will get you nothing for your effort. Best of luck.
caganatorl 1 tripod.com
she said, he said                                  
. . . nothing says ‘I love you' more 
than edible Clothing.
Valentine's Edition 
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
Valentine’s Day is quickly approaching, and as 
usual, I have no idea what to get for the girl I like. I usually 
just wait until the last minute and end up buying cheap heart 
shaped boxes of candy and stuffed animals from the drug 
store. This year, I’m thinking ahead. But, all this thinking has
led me to contusion. There are so many options! Dinner? 
Candy? Flowers? Jewelry? All of the above? Of course, my.
budget isn’t astronomical, so this can’ 
be too over-the-top. But, I.really like 
this girl and I think she deserves more 
than a CVS teddy bear—help me out!
—V-Dav Virgin
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If you could write a Valentine’s 
Day candy heart message, what 
would it say?
“What floor in McVinney?” 
Courtney Hanks ’07 and Ben Dalton ’07
“Facebook me.”
Steve Hunt ’06 and Felicia DePaola ’06
“Meet me at Clubbie’s.”
Lauren Conti ’07 and Christina Johnson ’07
“401-865-....”
Tom Kerrigan ’07
“Taken.”
Kathy McNamara ’06
Jack Bauer
“Now.”
